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at Wheaton College, earning a bachelor’s de-
gree in theology in 1958 and a master’s de-
gree in biblical studies in 1960. 

When working for a Christian publishing 
company after completing his degrees at 
Wheaton College, Dr. Banks found that he 
often struggled to sell the company’s Sunday 
School curriculum to Black churches. The ma-
terial was written by white authors and told 
solely from a white perspective. Black church-
es believed that their students may not be 
able to relate to it. This realization led Dr. 
Banks to a truly visionary idea: why not create 
a Sunday School curriculum that would reso-
nate with the Black experience? It was with 
this idea in mind that Dr. Banks launched Uni-
versal Ministries, Inc., with the mission of mak-
ing the Bible more relatable to Black Sunday 
School students. 

Beginning in his Chicago basement in 1970, 
Dr. Banks steadily grew Universal Ministries, 
Inc. to the point where it is today, with a cus-
tomer base of over 40,000 for the company’s 
Christian education resources. Thanks to the 
work of Universal Ministries, Inc., hundreds of 
thousands of Black Christians can see them-
selves and their experiences reflected in the 
texts of their faith. So titanic are the accom-
plishments of Universal Ministries, Inc., that 
the Evangelical Christian Publishers Associa-
tion awarded Dr. Banks with their inaugural 
Kenneth N. Taylor Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2017. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Banks passed away 
on February 13, 2021. His life’s work con-
tinues through Universal Ministries, Inc., and 
the thousands of students who will benefit 
from the curriculums he assembled. He is sur-
vived by his wife Olive and three children, 
Melvin Jr., Patrice Lee, and Reginald. My 
deepest thoughts and prayers go out to Dr. 
Banks’s friends, family, and all those who had 
the privilege to benefit, spiritually and emotion-
ally, from his life’s mission. 
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HONORING DELTA SIGMA THETA 
SORORITY INC. KAPPA CHAPTER 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
Inc., Kappa Chapter on their Centennial anni-
versary. 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. was found-
ed in 1913 by 22 collegiate women at Howard 
University and is now an international sister-
hood of over 350,000 predominantly Black, 
college educated women who are dedicated to 
providing public service through education, 
community outreach, and development in their 
communities across the globe. 

On February 21, 1921, Kappa Chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. was charted. 
It became the first Black Greek-letter organiza-
tion west of the Rocky Mountains. 100 years 
ago, during a time when universities across 
the country refused to admit Black students, 
seven dedicated and dauntless women from 
UC Berkeley, San Francisco State, and San 
Jose State came together to charter Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., Kappa Chapter. 
Vivian Osborne Marsh, Gladys Brown, Creola 
Cook, Elizabeth Gordon, Louise Thompson 
Patterson, Onilda Taylor, and Myrtle Price. 

They remained a ‘‘city-wide’’ chapter until 
the 1960’s. 

The chapter’s first President, Vivian 
Osborne Marsh, went on to become Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.’s 7th National Presi-
dent. Throughout her life she worked to pro-
mote literacy and provide opportunities for un-
derprivileged teenagers and children. In honor 
of her service and their Centennial Kappa 
Chapter has created the ‘‘Vivian Osborne 
Marsh, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., Kappa 
Chapter Endowed Scholarship Fund.’’ This is 
the first endowed scholarship created by any 
Greek Letter Organization at UC Berkeley. 
The $100,000 fund will generate scholarships 
for Black students at UC Berkeley for years to 
come. 

Over the last 100 years Kappa Chapter and 
its members have continued a legacy of serv-
ice to the Black community and to those in 
need. Current members have made excep-
tional efforts to promote health for women of 
color, social justice, professionalism, and the 
empowerment of Black women on campus in 
the greater community. Kappa Chapter has 
gone above and beyond to engage and inform 
the community by hosting programs that dis-
cuss important topics likes COVID–19, Holistic 
Health, Black love, relationships, womanhood, 
empowerment, de-stigmatizing HIV/AIDS in 
the Black Community, and social justice. 

Today we celebrate 100 years of commit-
ment to change. From the legacy of Kappa 
Chapter’s charter members to its current 
membership and newest initiates Karsyn 
Terry, Christine Harris, Symone Gilliam, and 
Robynne Oliver the legacy continues to grow. 

On behalf of California’s 13th Congressional 
District, I want to extend my sincere congratu-
lations on this important milestone of 100 
years. I thank Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc., Kappa Chapter for their commitment to 
sisterhood, scholarship, and service. Their his-
tory of empowering black women will forever 
be important to Black history and I look for-
ward to witnessing the accomplishments that 
will define your next 100 years. 
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BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT TO THE 
SACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN 
DELTA NATIONAL HERITAGE 
AREA 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today I 
introduce legislation to adjust the Congres-
sional designated boundary of the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Delta National Heritage 
Area. 

In March 2019, Congress enacted into law 
(Public Law 116–9) my legislation with U.S. 
Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN designating Califor-
nia’s first national heritage area. The Delta is 
a crown jewel of our state and an iconic work-
ing landscape, which my family has been for-
tunate to call home for over 40 years. It is the 
most productive watershed in the western 
United States and among the most eco-
logically important in the Western Hemisphere. 
Together, we must safeguard the Delta and 
the historic communities that make it such a 
special place. 

The legislation I introduce today, at the re-
quest of the City of Rio Vista, would expand 

the National Heritage Area’s boundary to in-
clude approximately 62 acres of adjacent pub-
licly owned land encompassing: the decom-
missioned United States Army Reserve Center 
(City of Rio Vista), U.S. Coast Guard Station 
Rio Vista, Beach Drive Wastewater Treatment 
Plant (City of Rio Vista), and Sandy Beach 
County Park (Solano County). 

Two of these parcels—the decommissioned 
United States Army Reserve Center and 
Beach Drive Wastewater Treatment Plant— 
are owned by the City of Rio Vista but tech-
nically outside the city limits. As such, it ap-
pears that these parcels were omitted inad-
vertently when the National Park Service pre-
pared the legislative map for the then-pro-
posed Delta National Heritage Area in 2010. 

I hope that Congress will enact my bound-
ary adjustment before California’s Delta Pro-
tection Commission completes the manage-
ment plan for the National Heritage Area. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SATIA AUSTIN AS 
CONSTITUENT OF THE MONTH 

HON. MIKE LEVIN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, it 
is my honor to recognize North San Diego 
County NAACP President Satia Austin, as my 
Constituent of the Month for February. Every 
February, we celebrate Black History Month, 
and this year, I am honored to highlight Satia 
as an incredible member of my community. 

From an early age, Satia’s parents stressed 
the importance of education, personal respon-
sibility, and achievement. These values be-
came her guiding principles as she pursued 
her passion through a career in youth advo-
cacy and activism. As the current President of 
the North San Diego County NAACP, the 
State Advisor for the Youth and College Divi-
sion for California and Hawaii, and the Adult 
Representative for Region I of the National 
NAACP Youth Works Committee, Satia uses 
her resources and platform to help guide 
young adults into the professional world. In-
stilling each of the same core values she was 
raised on, Satia’s dedication to the betterment 
of local youth ensures African Americans and 
other people of color in the District aren’t con-
fined to their circumstances and can achieve 
success in their adult lives. 

This past year, we experienced a nation-
wide awakening to systemic racism in Amer-
ica. We have much more work to do to con-
front inequality in our country, but I’m thankful 
for residents like Satia who are passionate 
about helping underserved youth succeed. As 
we continue to come together to address ra-
cial injustice, leaders like Satia bring me hope 
and inspiration. I am honored to recognize her 
as my Constituent of the Month. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 98TH BIRTHDAY 
OF PAUL WOODS 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the incredible life 
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and service of Paul Woods who celebrated his 
98th birthday on February 20, 2021. Along 
with defying the average lifespan and despite 
segregation, Paul Woods fought for our de-
mocracy in the Pacific Theater of World War 
II. As we celebrate Black History Month, I 
think there’s no better example of American 
courage than Buffalo’s own Paul Woods. 

Paul Woods was born in Alabama on Feb-
ruary 20, 1923 in an era of racial oppression 
and segregation. When his father died, he and 
siblings were split at the gravesite among rel-
atives. Paul Woods promised that he would 
raise his brother Sherman, and for the rest of 
his life ‘‘Daddy’’ has been taking care of peo-
ple. 

Paul Woods joined the segregated U.S. 
Army in 1941 when he was just 17 years old. 
He often says that ‘‘A bullet knows no race, 
rank, or status. We were all brothers on the 
battlefield.’’ The bravery of Black units over-
seas belied their second-class status at home 
and helped lead to the abolition of racial seg-
regation in the military in 1948 as well as the 
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

In 2012, Paul and 30 other World War II 
vets were flown to the World War II Memorial 
in Washington, D.C. Five years later, Wish of 
a Lifetime sponsored a trip to Australia where 
he visited the exact location of his service dur-
ing World War II and was thanked by the U.S. 
Consul General. Today he is the World War II 
Coordinator for the Jesse Clipper American 
Legion Post 430. 

After helping to protect the Philippines, Paul 
Woods moved to the Buffalo region where he 
worked 16-hour days at Bethlehem Steel to 
feed his growing family. From Alabama to 
Australia, teenage recruit to war hero, and 
segregated soldier to seeing the first Black 
president, Paul Woods’ life has spanned con-
tinents, a world war, and the fight for racial 
equality. The father of 15 turned 98 on Feb-
ruary 20, 2021 having seen multiple children 
and grandchildren serve in the same military 
his bravery helped to desegregate. 

Madam Speaker, I am thankful for the 
chance to honor Paul Woods, a longtime 
Western New York resident who helped free 
the Philippines despite enduring injustice at 
home. A proud member of Prince of Peace 
Church of God in Christ in Buffalo and hus-
band to the late Mary T. Woods, Paul Woods’ 
6′ 4″ stature is dwarfed only by his impact on 
his family, community, and country. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PHIL WEBB 
AND THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
WEBB CONCRETE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I ask for the House’s attention to recognize 
Phil Webb and the 75th anniversary of Webb 
Concrete. 

In 1946, Garth Webb started Farmers Sup-
ply Company in Heflin, Alabama. It began as 
a seed, fertilizer and hardware business and 
later a ready-mix concrete, sand and gravel 
company. In 1980, Phil bought the company 
from his father, Bobby. Since then, Phil has 
grown the company and added a flooring divi-
sion in 2006. Today, the company offers mate-

rials to complete a project from the foundation 
to completion. 

Webb Concrete serves East Central Ala-
bama in six locations and has showrooms to 
give customers a first-hand look at everything 
Webb Concrete offers. 

In addition to growing his family company, 
Phil is best known for his service to his com-
munity. He is involved on the board of direc-
tors for many organizations including Alabama 
Power, Greater Birmingham Association of 
Home Builders, also, serving as its Govern-
mental Affairs Advocacy Vice-Chair, Calhoun 
County Home Builders Association, University 
of Alabama President’s Cabinet and Capital 
Campaign Cabinet, JSU Foundation, JSU 
School of Business & Industry, Calhoun Coun-
ty Economic Development Council, NobleBank 
& Trust, The Donoho School, The Right Place 
and McClellan Development Authority, where 
he also serves as Chairman. 

He is both a board member and past chair-
man of the Calhoun County Chamber of Com-
merce, YMCA of Calhoun County and Knox as 
well as a member of the Calhoun County 
Quarterback Club and Anniston Rotary Club. 
He previously served on the Habitat for Hu-
manity board and has donated materials for a 
new Habitat home. 

Phil serves as Finance Chairman for the 
Alabama Republican Party and a board mem-
ber and past Chairman of the Board for the 
Greater Alabama Council Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. He also serves on the board of directors 
for the Business Council of Alabama and 
ProgressPAC, the Alabama Workforce Council 
and Nick’s Kids Foundation. He is currently a 
member of Leadership Alabama and on the 
Selection Committee for the Alabama Sports 
Hall of Fame. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Phil for his service to the people of Ala-
bama and join me in recognizing the 75th an-
niversary of Webb Concrete. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BEN MONTGOMERY 
‘‘A GOOD MAN’’ 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to a good man. 
Mr. Benny M. Montgomery. Benny was born 
and raised on the Westside of Chicago, grad-
uated from Farragut High School with honors 
and attended Roosevelt University where he 
received a bachelor’s degree in Public Admin-
istration. Benny was always interested in Pub-
lic Affairs and started work with Congress-
woman Cardiss Collins where he remained for 
16 years until she retired. In 1997, Benny 
began work for and with Congressman DANNY 
K. DAVIS when he became a legend among 
social activists, health activist, and especially 
HIV-AIDS activists. Benny was as solid as a 
rock, had a very creative mind and used his 
talents to the utmost. He was a key organizer 
of the Westside Aids Task Force, worked with 
other HIV groups such as Howard Brown, the 
Ruth Rothstein Core Center, did training and 
Sunday afternoon forums at churches. Ben 
became the voice and face, the black leader 
of the fight against AIDS and HIV in the 7th 
District and citywide. Benny Montgomery, 

Mark Loveless, and Michael O’Conner be-
came known as the 3 musketeers in the fight 
against AIDS. Ben came up with the Red Rib-
bon Lottery Ticket as a way of raising money 
for HIV-AIDS awareness organizations whose 
budgets were 100,000 dollars or less. The first 
year it generated 1.4 million and the second 
year 2.4 million. Ben helped create and led 
the 7th CD Task Force on Fathers and Fami-
lies. Today it is a full fledged 501 C3 Tax Ex-
empt Organization under the leadership of 
Rev. Walter Jones. After 31 years of working 
for the U.S. House of Representatives, Ben 
retired at the age of 48, but kept working until 
the Lord ordered his steps to cease on De-
cember 13, 2020 at the age of 58, may he 
rest in peace. 

The Bible says that the steps of a good man 
are ordered by the Lord. 

f 

IN HONOR OF BILLIE HOLIDAY’S 
LIFE AND LEGACY 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the extraordinary 
achievements in the life of Billie Holiday—a 
gifted vocalist, a dedicated activist, and a cul-
tural icon. 

Billie Holiday’s story is one of perseverance 
and resiliency. Born into modest means and 
harsh circumstances, she suffered through a 
dark and difficult childhood in the face of pov-
erty, parental absence, and trauma. But it was 
music—specifically, that of Louis Armstrong 
and Bessie Smith—that reignited her dimming 
spark. Through song, she found the uncanny 
ability to express her pain through her true 
voice. And what a voice it was. 

Amid heightened racial tensions in the 
1930s, Billie Holiday introduced a new genre 
of protest—melody. In her hit rendition of 
‘‘Strange Fruit,’’ she posed an unapologetic 
and uncensored challenge to the injustice of 
lynching of black Americans at one of the 
darkest moments of history in our nation. Bur-
dened by the weight of the song’s message 
and facing public backlash, she continued to 
perform and record it to reach a greater audi-
ence. Despite the vitriolic backlash, Strange 
Fruit quickly became the unofficial anthem of 
the anti-lynching movement and was an early 
mantra towards the success of the larger civil 
rights movement. 

Madam Speaker, until her passing at only 
44 years old, Billie Holiday had already estab-
lished a legacy that would survive for genera-
tions to come. As she fortuitously predicted, 
her lyrics remain a main stay in modern pop 
culture. May we be confident in her everlasting 
influence, because ‘‘life dies but forever there 
will be music.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE OF 
JUANITA VARNADO PIERCE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I ask for the House’s attention to recognize 
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